CASPER MOUNTAIN LAND USE PLAN

PUBLIC COMMENT AND EVENT SUMMARY
March 7, 2022

Introduction
On February 16th, Natrona County hosted a public draft review open house for the Casper Mountain
Land Use Plan (CMLUP) update process. The CMLUP update is a result of feedback received during
the initial public input phase of the Natrona Next Zoning Resolution Update. This open house was
hosted at the County’s Agricultural Resource and Learning Center in Casper and provided an
opportunity for County residents to review and comment on the draft Casper Mountain Land Use
Plan update. As part of the activity, participants were asked to provide their feedback on the revised
Goals and Policies, and Future Land Use Map.
For those unable to attend the public open house in person, the draft Plan was available for review
and comments online until March 7. Those comments are included at the end of this summary.
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Future Land Use Feedback
•
•
•

Reduce the size of the commercial area to avoid steep slopes
Keep commercial properties to Hogadon, NOT from the mail boxes all the way to the ski
lodge.
More info on Flex Commercial to large area along 251 towards Bear Trap.
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Goals and Policies Feedback
Residential

GOAL: Ensure high quality future residential development, designed to meet human
needs and limit the impact on natural resources.
Is this revised goal appropriate for the Casper Mountain Area? Please note any
refinements or additional policy ideas below:
[None]

Would you revise these policies further? If yes, how?
Policy
Comments
1. Limit density of future residential development on Limits subdivisions and building permits
the Mountain to protect natural resources and too.
minimize fire risk while protecting private property Protect peace and quiet.
rights.
2. Apply development standards to maintain high
quality development, and protect water resources,
topographic features, wildlife habitat, and historic
areas.
3. Encourage use of planned unit development (PUD),
conservation subdivisions, and clustering to provide
visual buffers, limit development in steep slopes,
and preserve open space.
4. Enforce health standards for sewage and water
quality.
5. Provide wildfire mitigation through education and Funding program.
by best management practices.
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Commercial
GOAL: Support flexible high quality commercial development, consistent with the
character of the planning area and with limited impact.
Is this revised goal appropriate for the Casper Mountain Area? Please note any
refinements or additional policy ideas below:
[None]

Would you revise these policies further? If yes, how?
Policy

Comments

1. Limit commercial development to uses that serve and
support Casper Mountain residents, such as a
restaurant or a grocery store, and uses supporting
recreational activities.
2. Limit commercial development to the vicinity of Only at Hogadon Ski area.
Hogadon Ski Area and adjacent to County Road 505
and State Hwy 251.
3. Minimize or mitigate the visual and environmental
impacts of mineral development on residential
development.
4. Enable small home businesses in residential areas.
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Recreation
GOAL: Continue development and promotion of recreational opportunities on Casper
Mountain, respectful of private property rights.
Is this revised goal appropriate for the Casper Mountain Area? Please note any
refinements or additional policy ideas below:
[None]

Would you revise these policies further? If yes, how?
Policy
Comments
1. Provide additional opportunities and access to
existing parks and recreation facilities.
2. Improve park facilities and trails through better Beartrap needs water to fight fires.
signing, marking, and education where needed Hire a park ranger for Beartrap and others.
to reduce trespass, disperse uses, and to let the
public know what is available.
3. Continue to improve and expand parking, picnic
facilities, restrooms and multiple-use trails.
4. Improve regulation enforcement in parks.

Need more than 1 sheriff patrolling.
All of Mountain

5. Keep motorized vehicles (particularly ATVs) on
established roadways when snow cover is not
present.
6. Keep snow machine trails on public and private
land under the jurisdiction of the Wyoming
Parks and Recreation Department.
7. Coordinate with the County Advisory Board for
Parks and Recreation to monitor existing
recreational facilities, determine if additional
facilities are warranted, follow trends in
recreational use, and generally promote park
and recreation activities.
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Resource Preservation
GOAL: Protect natural resources for sustained public use and enjoyment.
Is this revised goal appropriate for the Casper Mountain Area? Please note any
refinements or additional policy ideas below:
[None]

Would you revise these policies further? If yes, how?
Policy
Comments
1. Use zoning controls, land purchases, and trades to
protect unique natural resources.
2. Protect water quality from degradation using Add supply.
development and health controls.
3. Cooperatively manage forest health and wildfire
mitigation with property owners, fire districts, and
with local, state, and federal governments.
4. Continue to protect the bald eagle habitat in
Jackson Canyon and Little Red Creek Canyon.
5. Encourage open space on the north face of Casper
Mountain to protect the watershed and viewshed.
6. Maintain and expand public lands as open space
for recreation, grazing, watershed, and wildlife
habitat.
7. Protect wildlife corridors by encouraging the use of
wildlife-friendly fencing and limiting development
along waterways and drainages.
8. Support ranching and agriculture as viable land
uses that contribute open space, views, and wildlife
habitat within the study area.
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Facilities and Services
GOAL: Provide public facilities and services consistent with the rural nature of Casper
Mountain and the level of recreational use.
Is this revised goal appropriate for the Casper Mountain Area? Please note any
refinements or additional policy ideas below:
[None]

Would you revise these policies further? If yes, how?
Policy

Comments

1. Require individual developers and property owners to Supply?
secure water supply and sewage disposal, with
priority given for shared water systems.
2. Maintain and update firefighting facilities and Fund the Mountain Fire Department
equipment and continue to provide financial More funding
assistance for fire protection.
3. Implement fire protection strategies by creating an
emergency access system, using roads as fire
breaks, creating fire breaks, planting aspens and
managing their existing stands, and other strategies
that will increase safety.
4. Continue to maintain County roadways. All other
roads and access should be built and maintained by
the property owners, developers, property owners’
associations, and/or local improvement and service
districts.
5. Maintain established access points and egress Improve Circle Drive
routes, or create alternative routes, in case of North, south, east and west
emergencies, wildfire or other hazard events.
6. Encourage undergrounding utilities as part of new Yes, Jennifer Good
development and roadway projects.
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Public Draft Comments Online
Comment

Page in
Draft
Document

Garden Creek is also a year round creek, with many
springs feeding it.

9

10
fragment
A 20 year study of garden creek is available if you would
like it. Please contact me/
acres(?)
One concern I have is critical habitat for the eagles on
the west end of the mountain and that no roads or trails
be proposed for the west end of the mountain to
protect the critical habitat of the eagles.
I agree that this area should be protected from human
encroachment.
We need to protect the roosting areas on the west end
of the mountain and Little Red Creek Canyon for critical
bald eagle habitat.
Mountain Acres is a new subdivision with 7 Lots
Shouldn’t Jackson Canyon Road be named on the
graphic ? It seems the road is once again, begin broken
in segments with different names.
Please help me understand what planning is necessary
for emergency access routes off the east and west ends
of the mountain. How will this work? Who will
determine the outline of this plan?
I agree that no new roads should be planned for as to
protect the pristine landscape of the mountain.
Protection
Change Pacific Power and Light to Rocky Mountain
Power.
Agreed that cell service & internet needs improvement
on back side towards Ponderosa
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14
16

17
17
20
25

Section of Draft
Document
Chapter 2 | Geology
and Hydrology |
Inventory
Chapter 2 | Geology
and Hydrology |
Planning Implications
Chapter 2 | Geology
and Hydrology |
Planning Implications
Chapter 2 | Vegetation
| Inventory
Chapter 2 | Wildlife |
Inventory
Chapter 2 | Wildlife |
Planning Implications
Chapter 2 | Wildlife |
Planning Implications
Chapter 2 | Land Use
and Zoning | Inventory
Chapter 2 | Roads |
Inventory

26

Chapter 2 | Roads |
Planning Implications

26

Chapter 2 | Roads |
Planning Implications
Chapter 2 | Roads |
Planning Implications
Chapter 2 | Power/
Communications |
Inventory
Chapter 2 | Power/
Communications |
Inventory

26
27

27
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Comment

Page in
Draft
Document

Broadband connectivity is a concern for access to
economic opportunities, etc.

27

27
I don't think all service lines are above ground.
Cell service needs to be extended to the back of the
mountain for evacuation notification and recreator
safety purposes.

27

27
some, not all
28
wells
This is a very good idea, creating storage tank areas in
appropriate areas. Very much needed.
The County and State should work with Senator Barasso
& Lummis to get federal funding back for fire mitigation
and fuel treatments. That 50% cost share makes large
fuel treatment projects much more likely to get done.
Landowners should be strongly encouraged to clean up
dead or downed timber from past fires. These dead
fuels are creating a huge risk for repeat fires. The roots
are rotting & the trees are blowing over in large
numbers creating a huge mess.
Perhaps the County
can provide out of state property owners with photos
showing the condition of their property & names of
individuals & companies that can do cleanup. Many
absentee property owners have no idea what their
property looks like.
Wildfires are a constant threat and the more we develop
on the mountain the bigger the threat is. We want to
protect our pristine mountain for the mountain
residents and also for the residents of the City of Casper.
What does this mean? "Fee area"
I believe the public is allowed in the park for free, when
it isn't booked for events.
The county should put some of that big pile of road base
further down Ponderosa road and we wouldn’t have 2’
ruts when it gets a little slick.
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31

Section of Draft
Document
Chapter 2 | Power/
Communications |
Inventory
Chapter 2 | Power/
Communications |
Inventory
Chapter 2 | Power/
Communications |
Inventory
Chapter 2 | Power/
Communications |
Inventory
Chapter 2 | Water
Supply | Planning
Implications
Chapter 2 | Water
Supply | Planning
Implications
Chapter 2 | Fire
Protection | Inventory

31

Chapter 2 | Fire
Protection | Inventory

31

Chapter 2 | Fire
Protection | Inventory

33

Chapter 2 | Recreation
| Inventory

33

Chapter 2 | Recreation
| Inventory
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Comment
The common term used in Wyoming is Safety Shelter.
The term is used across the State on Federal lands, this
plan should use the same naming convention as the rest
of the State.

Page in
Draft
Document

Improve Road into Ponderosa
The document doesn't appear to state "who or how"
trail rules are enforced in the event of misuse. Violation
of use is mentioned several places within the document
Funding for Snowmobile Trail Maintenance is provided
through User Fees/ Fuel Taxes paid by snowmobilers.
Where are the snowmobile trails west of 251 ?
I agree to policy #1.
Statutorily the State of Wyoming use the term ORV (off
road vehicle)
It’s important for this plan to use the correct
terminology.
Motorcycles are also becoming widely used in areas of
the mountain.
Please use the term Snowmobile
PLEASE reconsider the online only reservation system! It
doesn’t work, as you have surely seen from the huge
drop in revenue last summer. Too many problems with
it to list here, please email me.
We camp in Beartrap or Deer Haven as many nights as
allowed every summer.
The Recreation Department no longer exists. The proper
agency
Title is Wyoming State Parks
I agree to both comments # 4 & 5.
I agree, and this is important to maintain.
If communication companies can’t provide adequate
service to the poorly covered areas of the mountain
from existing locations, limited (camouflaged /tree)
towers may need to be placed in other areas to provide
reliable communication.
I understood Service Districts were no longer
Required?
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Section of Draft
Document

33

Chapter 2 | Recreation
| Inventory

34

Chapter 2 | Recreation
| Inventory
Chapter 2 | Recreation
| Inventory

34
34
35
37
38

38
38
38

Chapter 2 | Recreation
| Planning Implications
Chapter 2 | Recreation
| Planning Implications
Chapter 3 | Residential
| Policies
Chapter 3 | Recreation
| Policies
Chapter 3 | Recreation
| Policies
Chapter 3 | Recreation
| Policies
Chapter 3 | Recreation
| Policies

38

Chapter 3 | Recreation
| Policies

39

Chapter 3 | Recreation
| Policies
Chapter 4 | Land Use
Considerations
Chapter 4 | Land Use
Considerations

41
41

41

Chapter 4 | Land Use
Considerations
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Comment

Page in
Draft
Document

I am in total agreement with #1.
"Seasonal use" has been used by the county for years
and has caused misunderstandings for years. What is
the definition of seasonal use? This document or the
county zoning revisions need to address this topic.

41
42

45

Need the word to

Statutorily the State of Wyoming uses the term ORV (off
road Vehicle)
This plan must use the correct naming convention.
I believe that the county has dissolved Improvement and
service districts or are looking at dissolving them
because they do not work. They were looking at having
HOA's
Is anything supposed to be on page 46????
This is a blank page so the Appendix can start on a new
page when printing. Would be good to put "Page
Intended To Be Blank" or something similar.
Is anything supposed to be on page 48????
Where are the Snowmobile Trails on the west of 251 ?
Jackson Canyon Road should be used throughout its
entire length. Splitting roads with different names
causes significant issues with emergency vehicles and
landowners.
The east and west ends of the mountain need to
accessible to fire, EMS/EMT services, and they are. Both
ends are blocked by private lands which are posted and
not accessible by the public, which is as it should be.
Any effort to open these trail roads to the public or for
additional access off the mountain in an emergency are
folly and would be contested.
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46

47
47
49
62
65

66

Section of Draft
Document
Chapter 4 | Land Use
Considerations
Chapter 4 | Land Use
Categories |
Residential
Chapter 5 |
Implementation
Strategies | ATV and
Snowmobile Trail
Systems
Chapter 5 |
Implementation
Strategies | Stream
Protection Standards
Chapter 5 |
Implementation
Strategies |
Improvement and
Service Districts
Chapter 5 | Blank Page
Chapter 5 | Blank Page
Appendix A | Blank
Page
Appendix A | Parks and
Trails Map
Appendix B | Jackson
Canyon Road
Appendix B
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